
caedm.ca/WeServe

Newman Theological College 
Seeing Christ in all who come through church doors

Darryl Tymchuk is doing what he loves — sharing the 
beauty of the Catholic faith with others.

In his role as Pastoral Assistant at St. Albert Parish, 
he teaches people who are thinking about becoming 
Catholic; he prepares young parishioners for first 
Eucharist, first Reconciliation, and Confirmation; he 
prepares families for Baptism; he helps plan special 
liturgies; and then there’s “a whole host of other 
duties,” including four hours a week with inmates at the 
maximum-security Edmonton Institution. 

“It’s more than a full-time job  —  there’s always so much 
to do!” he says with a grin. “The biggest thing is that 
you’re supporting the pastor, supporting his vision and 
the vision of the Church. Then you’re also trying to see 
where Christ is present in the lives of the people who 
are coming to the Church, in the lives of people who are 
interested in the Church.” 

“You get to do a lot of evangelization, telling people that 
Christ died on the cross for our sins and rose from the 
grave  —  sometimes for the very first time.”

Darryl’s road to parish ministry came through Newman 
Theological College, where he earned a Master of 
Divinity degree in 2018. 

It wasn’t an easy journey for the father of 11 daughters. 
He and his wife mortgaged their home so he could attend 
classes full-time.

Darryl had Bible college education and 10 years of 
ministry experience in the Evangelical tradition, at 
Hope Mission in Edmonton’s inner city, before his 
family entered the Catholic Church. He wanted to 
continue in ministry, but in a Catholic context, that 
meant more education. 

“Before I went to Newman, as a Catholic I was well 
versed in what I’d call popular apologetics  —  you 
know, what do we teach about Mary, what do we teach 
about the saints, what do we teach about Scripture  — 
and I’d have good, versed answers. Newman goes a 
little deeper. They say: We’re not only going to teach you 
what we believe, you’re going to go into it and you’re 
going to find the beauty of what we believe, maybe even 
wrestle with it a bit, so that you’re able to present it with 
more than just a stock answer, to give the true beauty of 
our faith to people.”

Darryl highly recommends studies at Newman 
Theological College, and to those who support it through 
Together We Serve, his message is simple: “Thank you, 
from the bottom of my heart.”

About the College

Newman Theological College prepares men and women 
to assume roles of Christian service and leadership. 
Seminarians attend the college for their theological 
education. In addition, many lay people study at 
Newman to assist them in their professional roles  —   
hospital/prison/military/school chaplains, Catholic 
teachers, pastoral assistants, and youth ministers —  or 
for personal enrichment as Christians living their faith. 
This year the College is celebrating its 50th anniversary.

Thank you for your generous support of  
Together We Serve !
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St. Joseph Seminary
‘I didn’t have to have it all figured out’

‘I didn’t have to have it all figured out’ Curtis Berube had 
thoughts about priesthood as a young altar server, but 
eventually figured he’d follow in his dad’s footsteps and 
build a career as a carpenter. Things changed dramatically 
after he attended World Youth Day in Spain in 2011.

“Seeing the universality of the Church, all these young 
people gathered together, all these priests and religious 
amongst them … that was a big inspiration to me,” 
he said. “These people were like me, passionate and 
interested in growing their faith. And seeing all the young 
clergy there and the joy that they had – it opened me back 
up to the idea of the priesthood.”

In the fall a friend invited him to a ‘Come and See 
Weekend’ at St. Joseph Seminary. This biannual event 
offers a free weekend-long experience for men who are 
discerning a call to the priesthood. “Those guys in the 
seminary were in the same situation as me – just trying 
to find God’s will in their own lives,” he says. “That really 
opened my eyes. I didn’t have to have it all figured 
out, I didn’t have to know for sure if I was called to the 
priesthood. But from that point onward, I knew I had to 
pursue it further.”

With the blessing of his family, he entered the seminary in 
the fall of 2012. The second eldest of 11 children, he says 
their support and example have been vital. “Being such a big 
family, each of us has to do our part to support one another. 

And the way that my parents gave themselves completely 
for the good of the family and to raise and provide for us, 
that’s definitely a big part in my vocation to serve.” 

Like most seminarians, he has faced his fair share of 
doubts and temptations along the way. But he says they 
only helped to remind him that “it’s not because of what I 
can do on my own that I’ve been called to this; it’s about 
how much I’ll allow God to work through me.”

Seven years later, at 26, Curtis is taking the final steps in 
his discernment journey. After a year of parish internship 
at St. Anthony Parish in Lloydminster, he was ordained 
to the transitional diaconate on June 27, 2019. Deacon 
Curtis is now completing his final year of study at St. 
Joseph Seminary.

When he goes home to visit now, he gets peppered 
by his younger siblings with questions about the faith 
and his new role – questions he is both happy and well 
prepared to answer.  “The biggest thing I’ve learned 
is that I just need to trust in God,” he says. “This whole 
journey — it’s been a process of learning to trust in God. 
I hope I can carry that into my diaconate and eventually 
into my priesthood.”

Your gift to Together We Serve helps support the mission 
of St. Joseph Seminary in the training and formation of 
our future priests. It is deeply appreciated!

About the Seminary

St. Joseph Seminary is a place for men who think that 
God’s plan for them might be to serve the Church in 
Western Canada as a diocesan priest. Currently 36 
men are enrolled at the seminary, 16 of whom are 
studying for the Archdiocese of Edmonton. More than 
600 of our seminarians have been ordained to the 
priesthood since 1927.

Thank you for your generous support of  
Together We Serve !


